
  

Kalbarri's Whale Whisperer 
 
Every time Rob Curic takes his 50 foot boat, the 'Ilse G' out on a whale watch tour his pa-
trons experience a meeting with the dinosaurs of the ocean. The last day I went out on the 
blue with Rob, he steered unerringly straight out on a bearing from the river mouth for over 
15 kilometres and there right in front of us was a pod of 4 whales. We then spent some time 
having the pleasure of the company of whales at play as they travelled on their immense 
journey from Antarctica to the breeding grounds north of Australia.  
These were the only whales visible within a hundred square kilometres of ocean.  
So how does he do it? He couldn't explain how - "It's just karma or luck" said Rob 
Some humans are horse whisperers, some appear to be able to communicate and have an 
affinity with other animals - but whales!. 

 

To try and understand this 'mystery' I asked the person who probably knows him better than 
anyone else - Ilse, 'his bride' (Rob's favourite name for his wife), who the ReefWalker boat 
the 'Ilse G' was named after. 
 
Ilse said "It's a sixth sense: We all have it - humans, horses, all animals. Every species is 
born with it and there’s no difference between an animal’s sixth sense and human trait we 
call intuition. Humans used to be dialled into their sixth sense because their very survival 
depended upon it. Intuition is an 
emotional connection or even a 
close bond to nature, to animals, 
and to humans." 
 
"I would certainly say that this 
plays a big part in how Rob finds 
whales. He is a nature man, he 
wakes up at 5.00 am, and as 
soon as it’s light he will go to the 
Kalbarri lookout and sit and watch 
the Ocean, whales, dolphins, 
birds etc...he has such a close 
affinity with all of them" she said. 



  

Kalbarri's Whale Whisperer  (continued) 

 
"Also, by doing the job he loves, for the last 18 years, he tunes into the cycle of things and 
knows where they will be whether it’s the dolphins or whales. Luck does play a role, I sup-
pose - ’Lucky Bert, lucky boat' is what he says as he starts out on every trip. Dolphins and 
whales are his favourite animals, when he dies he wants to be re-incarnated as a dolphin. 
He has left instructions to spread his ashes amongst the local dolphins - he recognises them 
all and has names for each one - so you tell me he’s not connected" she said! 
 

Ilse Curic is also attuned with nature and probably their combined 'aura' has something to 
do with their success as they both take their boat out on their tours.  
Ilse said "I do what some aboriginal tribes used to do, every time we go out, I thank the Uni-
verse for what she will show us today, I tell her that I trust she will show us the whales and 
know she will share with all of us on the boat these amazing animals she has created. That 
is called positive intent, if you put that thought out there and really believe it’s going to hap-
pen it is the law of the Universe to answer to your belief". 
 

Without trying to explain their 'karma' what I know firsthand is that if you go on one of their 
tours, when you combine the intuition, luck, the ability to call the whales to their boat and 
with an extremely good eyesight, that’s how Rob does it and never misses! 
 
On the way back from another successful whale watch there were no dolphins to be seen. 
So with the huge swell, Rob cruised close to Jakes Point and expertly positioned his boat so 
we could see up the wave tubes as the big 
surf sets came through. There were a few 
good rides and some wipe outs being 
watched by people on the shore only around 
30 metres from the boat - what a thrill to ex-
perience for all. 
On the way back to the river mouth the jet 
ski’s were out towing surfers at blue holes.  
Then came the river mouth  -  timing his run 
just behind a big set, Rob skippered us in 
safely. The trip ? A huge adrenalin rush for 
all on board....  - [Mac Holt]    


